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Kimimasa Yuri (also known as Kosei Yuri) was a politician during the end of the Edo
period and Meiji period. He was born in 1829 as the eldest son of Yoshitomo Mitsuoka
in what is now Keya 1-chome in Fukui City. He was given the name Ishigoro, but later
changed it to Hachiro, and finally to Kimimasa. From 1870, he adopted his ancestors’
old family name, Yuri.

He studied under influential scholar Shonan Yokoi, and he reconstructed the finances
of Fukui domain. He also contributed to policy reform in the domain.

After the establishment of the new Meiji government, he introduced “Dajoukansatsu”
(first government-issued paper money), overhauled the new government’s financial
system, and wrote “Gijinoteitaii” , which became the draft for the “Charter Oath in Five
Articles.” After that, he became the governor of Tokyo, and turned Ginza into a town of
modern brick buildings.

He also signed a petition calling for the establishment of a democratically elected
parliament. He died in 1909 at the age of 81.
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